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MICHIGAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

POLICY PROPOSAL  
RELATING TO 

THE “REFORM MICHIGAN GOVERNMENT NOW!” BALLOT PROPOSAL 
TO DRASTICALLY ALTER STATE GOVERNMENT  

FOR APPROVAL  
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

JUNE 26, 2008 
 
 
The Michigan Chamber of Commerce is opposed to the Constitutional Amendment being 
proposed in the petition drive of “Reform Michigan Government Now!” The Michigan 
Chamber of Commerce will work to organize opposition to this ballot question. 
 
Background 
 
The Stealth Proposal 
 
On February 22, 2008, a ballot question committee was filed with the Secretary of State 
entitled, “Reform Michigan Government Now! (RMGN).” The name is very similar to the 
recent part-time legislature ballot proposal formed on January 23, 2008, called “Reform 
Michigan Government”. The treasurer of “Reform Michigan Government Now!” is Harland 
Nye, an eighty-year-old farmer from Hastings, Michigan. Mr. Nye was previously active with 
an unsuccessful effort to have a unicameral legislature proposal placed on the ballot. 
 
RMGN did not go to the State Board of Canvassers to have their petition approved as to 
form. That decision is highly unusual, although not legally required. Most ballot proposals 
take the opportunity to have the Bureau of Elections review their petition for compliance 
with the format, point size and warning statement requirements in the election code. 
Choosing not to have the petition approved as to form has kept this proposal beneath the 
radar of public scrutiny and media attention. 
 
That anonymity recently ended when media reports disclosed that a California-based petition 
management firm, Progressive Campaigns, Inc. was circulating petitions across the state for 
RMGN and paying circulators $1.50 a signature. 
 
Harland Nye has refused to speak to the media. We obtained a petition from a circulator. It 
is a twelve-page petition that folds together like a Michigan road map that amends 24 
sections of the Michigan Constitution and adds four new sections. All three branches of 
Michigan state government would be drastically altered by this proposal, especially the 
judicial branch. 
 
As the media closed in asking whose behind this petition?, who wrote it?, Diane Byrum of 
Byrum-Fisk Advocacy Communications and former State House Democratic Leader, 
stepped forward to announce her firm is handling the campaign. Mark Brewer, Chairman of 
the Michigan Democratic Party said the Party supported the proposal. Other traditional 
Democratic allies are on board. 
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To amend the Constitution by petition requires signatures equal to 10% of the total vote cast 
for Governor in the last election. That’s approximately 380,000 valid signatures needed to be 
turned in by Monday, July 7, 2008 in order to qualify the proposal for the November 4, 2008 
statewide ballot. 
 
Who is paying for the proposal? We don’t know and proponents aren’t saying. The first 
required financial report of contributions and expenditure is not due until 35 days after the 
qualification or non-qualification of the proposal. The last day the State Board of Canvassers 
has to certify sufficiency of the signatures submitted is September 4, 2008, sixty days before 
the election. A post qualification report would be due 35 days later. Most likely the report 
would not be due until late September or early October. Some speculate that Jon Stryker, 
who supported Democratic legislative candidates in 2006 with more than $5,000,000 and has 
a track record of working with Diane Byrum, may be involved in the financing of the effort. 
 
The Details 
 
We have identified 36 different changes that would be made to the Michigan Constitution, if 
this proposal were adopted by the voters on November 4, 2008: 
 

1. No reason absentee voting. 
2. Mandates a voter system paper trail. 
3. Establish an autonomous Office of Elections removed from Secretary of State. 
4. Establish a Bipartisan Redistricting Commission. 
5. Prohibit judicial review of redistricting plans by the state courts; only permit judicial 

review by federal courts. 
6. Prohibit redistricting plans from being rejected, amended or repealed by initiative, 

legislation or referendum. 
7. Reduce size of State Senate from 38 to 28. 
8. Redistrict the State Senate in 2009 using 2000 census data. One-half of districts 

elected in 2010 will be for a two-year term. The other half of the districts will elect a 
Senator for a four-year term. In 2012 those Senators up for election after a two-year 
term will run for a full four-year term after the 2011 redistricting using 2010 census 
data. 

9. Reduce the size of the State House from 110 to 82. 
10. Redistrict House District lines in 2009 using 2000 census data from 110 districts to 

82. 
11. Redistrict 82 Districts in 2011 using 2010 census data for the 2012 election and each 

subsequent election next decade. 
12. Roll back legislative salaries in 2009 to December 31, 2000 levels. 
13. Require legislators and executive branch officials elected after January 1, 2009 to 

have retirement and medical benefits no better than those offered to retired state 
classified civil service employees. 

14. Transform the initiative from being an indirect to a direct initiative. 
15. Require legislature to ensure laws for the prevention and punishment of election and 

petition fraud. 
16. No state or local officials who have responsibility for administering elections shall 

endorse or give support to any candidate or ballot question. 
17. Restrict voting to 18 year olds and older who are not illegal aliens or legal resident 

aliens. 
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18. Mandate districts be drawn within ± 2.5% of ideal population. Require four Senate 

districts and nine House districts be drawn as swing districts with a base party 
percentage between 50 – 53%. 

19. Prohibit former legislators and elected and appointed executive branch officials from 
lobbying for two years after leaving office. 

20. Require legislators, elected executive branch officials and candidates for those offices 
to file financial disclosure statements for themselves and their spouses. 

21. Financial records of the State legislature shall be open for public inspection. 
22. Legislature shall give citizens standing to bring lawsuits and obtain injunctive relief 

for environmental violations. 
23. Reduce number of state agencies to no more than 18 and cap the number of boards 

and commissions to no more than 200. 
24. Reduce the size of the Supreme Court from seven to five. Two current justices with 

least seniority must leave office by December 20, 2008. 
25. Open the Administrative files of the Courts to public inspection in accordance with 

Supreme Court Rules. 
26. Reduce the size of the Court of Appeals from 28 to 21 and elect them from three 

districts. All Court of Appeals Judges with terms ending on December 31, 2010, 
must leave the Court of Appeals by December 20, 2008. 

27. Add ten Circuit Court Judgeships across the state. 
28. State paid salaries of justices and judges shall be reduced by 15% effective January 1, 

2009. 
29. Jury lists be representative of the population of the jurisdiction. 
30. Replace Judicial Tenure Commission with a Judicial Performance Commission. 
31. Require Justices, Judges and candidates to file financial disclosure statements. 
32. Provide for disqualification of justices and judges in cases before them. 
33. Permit the abolishment of the Mackinac Bridge Authority after action by the 

legislature to pay off the bonds. 
34. Eliminates requirement that Lt. Governor, Secretary of State and Attorney General 

Candidate be nominated at political party convention. 
35. Eliminate requirement that gubernatorial and lieutenant gubernatorial nominees run 

as a team in the November election. 
36. Eliminates provision permitting Governor to appoint a successor if a vacancy occurs 

in the office of Attorney General or Secretary of State. 
 

Consequences to the judiciary if this proposal were to be adopted 
 
The appellate courts of this state would be most affected if this proposal passes. Justices  
Robert Young and Steve Markman, the two justices with the least seniority, would have to 
leave the Supreme Court on December 20, 2008, leaving the Court with the following 
members: 
 

R D 
Weaver Cavanagh 
Corrigan Kelly 
 

? Winner of November 4th election 
   Cliff Taylor v. Democratic Nominee 
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Even if Cliff Taylor is re-elected, the current conservative majority would be lost. Justice 
Betty Weaver would play the balance of power between the conservative and liberal factions 
on the Court. If Cliff Taylor is defeated, a liberal-activist majority would emerge. 
 
To reduce the size of the Court of Appeals, the drafters did not employ seniority like they 
did with the Supreme Court. The drafters simply removed any Court of Appeals judges 
whose terms expired at the end of 2010. 
 
The following judges would be removed from the court on December 20, 2008: 
 

Helene White – 1st District 
Kurt Wilder – 1st District 
Pat Donofrio – 2nd District 
Joel Hoekstra – 3rd District 
David Sawyer – 3rd District 
Donald Owens – 4th District 
Bill Whitbeck – 4th District 

 
Six of the seven judges to be eliminated have Republican backgrounds. Helene White is the 
lone Democrat, who Senator Carl Levin recently negotiated with President Bush to be 
nominated to the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals in Cincinnati. 
 
Equally important is the impact of the provision that cuts judicial salaries by 15% on January 
1, 2009. Currently 259 judges are under the old judicial retirement plan (defined benefit). 
Since retirement benefits are paid on their salary for the last three years served, many of 
those judges will have less than two months to decide whether to resign and retire with 
higher retirement benefits giving Governor Granholm potentially hundreds of judicial 
appointments to make. 
 
 
 
  


